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PERSONAL MONARCHY AND
PARLIAMENTARY GOVERNMENT

I.   THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY

j ^ We are all familiar with the seventeenth cen-
tury, as the period when attempts to establish
Absolutism in England were foiled and a great step
was taken in the direction of democracy by the
establishment of constitutional monarchy at the
Revolution of 1689; but less attention has been
paid to the fact that during this period the activi-
ties of civil government were almost completely
secularised. From some points of view, it might
seem enough to follow the pioneers in the progress
towards secularised democracy and to indicate the
obstacles with which they had to contend; but for
our purpose it is necessary to look at the other side
as well, and try to see the reasons for the failure
of personal monarchy. At the beginning of the
seventeenth century, the personal monarchy, as it
had been exercised by Queen Elizabeth, was not
only acceptable, but popular in England; under a
personal monarchy the State may attain a very
high degree of efficiency, so that personal monarchy
is generally accepted in Germany, in the present